ALONG   THE   ROAD

ruffian as one would expect a man to be who has
been brought up In the possession of absolute
power. It was In the intimacy of private life
that he displayed his least amiable characteristics.
He poisoned his irst wife on a suspicion-^ probably
unfounded, of her infidelity, murdered her sup-
posed lover and exiled his relations. His second
wife left him mysteriously after three years of
married life and died of pure misery in a convent^
carrying with her into the grave nobody knew
what frightful secret His third wife, it is true,
lived to a ripe old age ; but then Vespasiano
himself died after only a few years of marriage.
His only son5 whom he loved with the anxious
passion of the ambitious parvenu who desires to
found a dynasty^ one day annoyed him by not
taking off his cap when he met him in the street.
Vespasiano rebuked him for this lack of respect.
The boy answered back impertinently. Where-
upon Vespasiano gave him such a frightful kick
in the groin that the boy died. Which shows
that, even when chastising one's own children^,
it is advisable to observe the Queensberry rules.

It was in 1560 that Vespasiano decided to con-
vert the miserable village from which he took his
title into a capital worthy of its ruler. He set to
work with energy. In a few years the village of
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